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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To average the printing loads on all printers 
under the control of a network and to appropriately match 
printing jobs with the respective characteristics with a 
printer device in a network system where a host 
computer is not intervened. 

CONSTITUTION: A printer device state inquiry means 50 
requests the transmission of printer information. Obtained 
information is saved in a printer state/printing load 
state/printing characteristic information storage table 5 
(called as table 54 in the following) and a printer device 
selection means 56 is started. The printer device 
selection means 56 reads information of the table 54, 
collates it with the printing characteristic of a printing file F 
and selects an optimum printer device 14 on LAN. The, a 
printing file transfer means 58 is started and a substitute 
print name notice means 60 is started in the printing file 
transfer means 58. A substitute printer device name is 
displayed on a display 12A in a work station 12A 
concerned. 
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